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is not inconsistent with theism. In following the
chain of causation link by link, each proximate cause
which we use for the explanation of what followrs
from it may be looked on as a law laid down, be it
mediately or immediately, by the Author of nature.
In this way the idea of design is not lost even
though the doctrine of evolution is employed in the
freest manner.

To show how evolution may be regarded by a
person whose views are of this nature, I may be
permitted to mention the substance of a remark
made to me by a friend of mine, an eminent biolo-
gist, now deceased. Before I was more than very
slightly acquainted with him I knew that he was an
out-and-out evolutionist. Not knowing whether he
were even a theist, I one day made a remark to him
of a nature calculated to draw him out on this sub-
ject if he felt so inclined. He made a remark to me
the general substance of which is as follows : " For
my own part I cannot do without a Personal God,
but then God's way of working is not like ours. A
man makes a poker or a shovel, but God's way of
working is so different, with all the forces at His com-
mand." I found afterward that my friend was not
only a theist, but a sincere believer in Christianity.

Closely connected with the subject of design, is
that of personality, which we attribute to the